The Beattie Tribune
March 14, 2008

March

18 Early Dismissal 1:33 PM

20 Science Fair (Grs. k4)

20 Earth WellnessGrade 5 11:002:30
20  End of Third Quarter

21  NO SCHOOL

24-28 NO SCHOOL

April

1 LPS/Pfizer Science Fair

21 NO SCHOOL for Elementary Students

21 PTO 7:00 PM

24 Kindergarten Orientation/Popcorn

Party (for 2008-2009 Kindergarten class) 7:00 PM

28  Fifth Graders to Visit Irving and Scott
Middle Schools 9:3011:45 AM

29  Early Dismissal 1:33 PM

Dear Beattie Parents:

Another busy week at Beattie SchoolEfourth
graders culminated a study of Nebraska by
attending Heritage School. Itis always a joy to
see the exciteant and attire that make this day
so memorable. The talent show entertained an
audience of children and families left in
amazement with the talent displayed by our
students. Special thanks to the PTO, especially
Christie Dionisopoulos, Tanya Dunn, andtiPa
Pansing Brooks, and fifth grade students for
hosting the event.

This week we registered children for the 2008
2009 kindergarten class. Mrs. Ashburn, Mrs.
Peterson, and Mrs. Witte are looking forward to
meeting their prospective students at
kindergaren orientation on Thursday, April 94

at 7:00 PM. If you become aware of any
incoming Kindergarten students new to our
attendance area, please contact the school office
so that we can contact these families.

Mark your calendars for May {5 On this dée

we will have an Open House for children and
families to showcase our school renovations and
the mosaic that will be finished at the front
entrance of the school. A chorus program will

also be held along with an arts fair and fun run.
On this evening & will also recognize Mrs.

Rice as the Nebraska State Art Educator of the
Year.

Finally, the Beattie PTO met this week and
agreed to fund several wishes for the Beattie
staff including a fourth grade field trip,
instructional supplies, a DVD player, a new
computer for our computer lab, and even a new
thermometer for our health office. This
additional support directly enhances the work
we do for children. Many thanks to the Beattie
PTO for your support!

Sincerely,
Michelle Phillips, Principal

MEDIA NEWS
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THERE WILL BE AN EARLY DI SMISSAL
(1:33 PM) ON MARCH 18 ™. ALSO, THERE
WILL BE NO SCHOOL FROM MARCH 21 ST
THROUGH MARCH 28 ™.

News from the Art
RoomEE.

March is Youth Month Art
Part 2 of 3

Last week | paraphrased from the article Studio
Thinking: How Visual Arts Teaching Can
Promote Disciplined Habits of Mind by Ellen
Winner, Dept of Psychology, Boston College and Project

Zero, Harvard Graduate School of Education. In this article
Ellen talks about how they observed a number of art
teachers teaching students and noticed a similar pattern
in how and what teachers focused on. These Eight Studio
Habits of the Mind are very important to me as a teacher
but also as an artist and parent. The first two are listed
below along with three new habits. The important part of
this teaching is to help students take the knowledge they
are learning and help them connect it to the broader
gorld and life long learning.

The Eight Studio Habits of Mind

1. Develop Craft

2. Engage and Persist

3. Envision

Students in visual arts classes are meant to learn to
envision what they cannot observe directly with their eyes.
By envisioning we mean generating images of possibilities
in one’s mind. We saw envisioning taking several forms.
Sometimes students were asked to generate a work of art
from imagination rather than from observation. And
sometimes they were asked to detect the underling
structure of a form they were drawing and then envision
how that structure could be shown in their work. In all of
these cases, students are being encouraged to generate
a mental image that will help guide their work.

4. Express

Students are taught to go beyond craft to convey a
personal vision in their work. We refer to this as learning
to express. Learning to express includes making works
that exemplify properties that are not literally present,
such as moods, sounds, or atmosphere (Goodman,
1976). Learning to express also means making works that
convey a strong personal meaning. As one of our drawing
teachers said, “...art is beyond technique...| think a
drawing that is done honestly and directly always
expresses feeling.”

5. Observe

The skill of careful observation is taught all the time in
visual arts classes and is not restricted to drawing classes
where students draw from the model. Students are taught,
both implicitly and explicitly, to look more closely than they
ordinarily do and to see with new eyes. Students are
helped to move beyond their habitual ways of seeing and
to notice things that might otherwise be invisible. Students
are taught to look closely at their own works (the color,
line, texture, forms, structure, expression, and style), at
others works (whether by their peers or by professional
artist), and at the world (when they are working from
observation.

The last three habits will be revealed next week.



Take NoteEE.

If you have any pictures for
the Beattie Bobcat yearbook,
please contact Alan Reineke at
540-2165. Also, please
contact Alan if you would like
a group picture of the Strings
Ensemble, Band, or OSing
Across NEBRAKSADO.

***PLEASE SAVE YOUR HY-
VEE RECEIPTS FOR OUR
DOLLARS FOR EDUCATION
PROGRAM. THERE IS A
COLLECTION BOX IN THE
BEATTIE OFFICE. THE LAST
DAY TO COLLECT HY-VEE
RECEIPTS IS APRIL 4"
THANK YOU FOR YOUR
SUPPORT!***

#ELPL!

Our lost/found table (in the cafeteria)
is OVERFL OWING with coats, hats,
gloves, lunchboxes, etc. Please check
to see if any of these items might
belong to your child.



